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Renaissance atmosphere in a car repair workshop

What would The Last Supper look like in a car repair shop? And what about The Creation of Adam in the middle of
a grease- and tool-filled garage? These questions are answered by the photographic exhibition of internationally
acclaimed photographer Freddy Fabris, opening at the Aalto2 Museum Centre in Jyvaskyla on 13 June 2026.

In the Footsteps of the Masters

Freddy Fabris’ The Renaissance Series brings some of the most iconic works of the Renaissance into the present
day in an inventive and humorous way. Classical compositions are reconstructed in an American car workshop,
where the models include mechanics, friends and actors. The result is a unique fusion of art history and everyday
working life — images in which high and low culture meet in unexpected ways. The exhibition is playfully linked
thematically with the Rallia Jyskaldssa exhibition at the Museum of Central Finland, opening at the same time.
Both exhibitions explore the world of cars, machinery and speed, but from different perspectives. While Rallia Jys-
kalassa examines the history and significance of Finnish rally culture in Central Finland, Fabris’s works delve into
the aesthetics of the garage, creating a new kind of visual storytelling that resonates with both lovers of classical
painting and rally enthusiasts.

Born in New York in 1970, Fabris grew up in an artistic family and was exposed early on to key figures of modern
art, such as Andy Warhol and Mark Rothko. He later moved to Buenos Aires, where he developed his career as

a visual artist, leading to international commercial commissions. Now based in Chicago, Fabris is particularly
known for his work in advertising photography, with clients including BMW, Toyota, Coca-Cola and Levi Strauss &
Co..

With a background in painting, Fabris has long sought to pay homage to the Old Masters, such as Rembrandt and
Leonardo da Vinci, through photography. His approach, however, goes beyond imitation: he introduces a concep-
tual twist, removing the works from their original context while preserving their essence and atmosphere.

The series began almost by chance when Fabris discovered an old Midwestern car repair shop. The space quickly
became the central stage for the project, where ideas gradually took shape. The result is a visually striking body of
work in which the use of light, precise composition and expressive figures create an almost painterly depth.

Into a viral phenomenon

The Renaissance Series quickly gained international attention and went viral on social media. The series has
received numerous awards, including the APA Conceptual Photography Award, First Place at the International
Color Awards, and a Silver Award from One Eyeland. Between 2016 and 2020, the exhibition toured extensively in
galleries around the world.
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The exhibition at the Aalto2 Museum Centre marks the first time the series is presented in its entirety in the
Nordic countries. Selected works have previously been shown in Finland and Sweden as part of the Iconic Works
exhibition.

On 13 June, Aalto? will host its summer opening event, with the artist present to discuss the exhibition and an-
swer questions from the audience. The exhibition is produced by the Museum of Central Finland and curated by
Senior Curator llja Koivisto.

Freddy Fabris: The Renaissance Series
13 June 2026 — 27 September 2026

The Aalto2 Museum Centre is a meeting place for architecture, design and cultural heritage in Jyvaskyla, Finland.
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