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Discover the Story of Finland’s Iconic Wilderness Hotels at Aalto2

The exhibition takes visitors on a journey through the hotels and holiday villages of the 1960s and 1970s Fin-
land, with a special focus on the legendary Rantasipi chain’s destinations in Central Finland—Viitasaari, Joutsa, 
Saarijärvi, and Jyväskylä. At the same time, it offers a glimpse into the history of Finnish tourism through the 
distinctive perspective of Rantasipi.

The Origins of the Phenomenon in Central Finland

In the 1960s and 1970s, Finland witnessed the rise of a unique tourism phenomenon: modern holiday and 
conference hotels set in scenic rural landscapes or on the outskirts of cities. These hotels offered travellers 
high-quality services such as dance restaurants, sauna facilities, and rental cottages. Designed by architects, 
their construction and interiors highlighted domestic materials and Finnish design. Due to their remote loca-
tions, these hotels quickly earned the nickname "wilderness hotels".
The story of the wilderness hotels began in Central Finland. In 1965, Rantaloma Oy (later known as Rantasipi) 
was founded and built its first hotel in Ruuponsaari, Viitasaari, in 1966. Rantaloma’s success inspired similar 
ventures across Finland. Companies such as Ellivuoren Loma Oy and Lomasavo Oy emerged in the late 1960s, 
and by the 1970s, well-known wilderness hotels included Hotel Mesikämmen in Ähtäri and Hotel Korpilampi in 
Espoo.

Matti Louhi Created the Rantasipi Brand

Rantasipi grew into a national brand at a time when the significance of branding as a value creator in Finnish 
marketing was only beginning to emerge. Behind the company’s image and brand was Jyväskylä-based artist 
and graphic designer Matti Louhi (1936–2020). Louhi designed the Rantasipi logo, which became the founda-
tion for an entire family of shorebirds known as Tringa Restaurant, or the "wading birds of hospitality." In the 
hotels, these birds were meant to convey a joyful and positive attitude to both guests and staff.

Finland Awakens to Tourism

The 1960s brought major societal changes to Finland: industrialisation and urbanisation accelerated, the wor-
king week shortened, and people had more leisure time. The lifting of car import restrictions in 1962 revolutio-
nised mobility, and rising living standards sparked a domestic travel boom. The number of foreign tourists also 
increased, bringing tourism development into national discussions.

Significant milestones in Finnish tourism development included the establishment of the Tourism Development 
Fund in 1964 and the inclusion of tourism in state-backed industries in 1966. As part of regional policy, tourism 
was also seen as a means to strengthen rural areas undergoing structural changes. Efforts were made to imp-
rove tourism infrastructure to meet the growing expectations of both domestic and international travellers.

Rantaloma Oy started as a local experiment in Viitasaari, but it soon became clear that the region's resources 
should be combined. Rantasipi evolved into a regional tourism development company. In the early 1970s, the 
company expanded to a national level, and by the end of the decade, Rantasipi had grown to become the se-
cond-largest hotel chain in the country.
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Time Travel Through the History of Rantasipi

The exhibition 'Rantasipi - Tales from the World of Wilderness ​Hotels,' opening at the Aalto2 Museum Centre, 
showcases the history of Rantasipi and its impact on Finnish tourism. The exhibition takes visitors on a time 
travel journey to the hotels and holiday villages of the 1960s and 1970s, offering an overview of Rantasipi's 
Central Finnish destinations like Ruuponsaari and Valkama in Viitasaari, Joutsenlampi in Joutsa, Summassaa-
ri in Saarijärvi, and Laajavuori in Jyväskylä.

'The exhibition process has been participatory. We have borrowed objects and archival materials from several 
private individuals and organisations across Central Finland. Many former Rantasipi employees have also 
contributed by providing background information. Rantasipi clearly evokes many memories and emotions,' 
says curator Johanna Rekonen from the Central Finland Museum.

In the exhibition, visitors will have the chance to experience the atmosphere of the era and explore how Fin-
nish tourism changed and evolved. Forest hotels and their history are part of Finland's tourism heritage, which 
continues to live on in many people's memories.

Rantasipi – Tales from the World of Wilderness Hotels  
10 May 2025 – 4 January 2026

The Aalto2 Museum Centre is a meeting place for architecture, design and cultural heritage in Jyväskylä, Finland.
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