AaltoZ

Press release December 11, 2024

Outimaija Hakala - From the Woods
January 18 - March 23, 2025

In the exhibition by visual artist and art historian Outimaija Hakala, originally from Jyvaskyla, a forest-like land-
scape emerges within a space built by humans.

Hakala's works—crafted from materials such as plaster, wood, paper, and infused with visual and auditory ech-
oes of the outdoors—raise questions about the meaning, atmosphere, and non-human inhabitants of the forest.
What is a forest? How does it feel? What does it signify, look like, and sound like? Who lives in the forest, and
whose home is it? Do we belong to the forest?

The exhibition stems from Hakala's long-standing connection to nature and her artistic research conducted
within a forest setting. Outimaija Hakala is pursuing posthumanist doctoral research at Aalto University, focus-
ing on animal ethics and ecology in the context of representing non-human animals in visual art. Her research
evolves in relation to forests and non-human animals; From the Woods is part of her postgraduate studies.
Beyond traditional exhibitions, the core of Hakala's research lies in artistic work carried out in a forest plot. She
creates site-specific environmental and land art pieces designed to support animal-centered approaches and
local biodiversity.

“I'm intrigued by how different places influence artworks: for instance, how a site-specific piece | created from
salt blocks with moose transforms when | move it from the forest into a museum as a sculpture,” Hakala ex-
plains. Through her works, she reflects on methods that better account for non-human beings—exploring how
they can be represented and included in art without disrupting nature's inherent balance.

From the Woods provides a glimpse into not only the artist’s creative process but also broader discussions
surrounding animal and environmental ethics. The exhibition will be on view until March 23, 2025.

Outimaija Hakala (b. 1983) is a visual artist and art historian currently undertaking artistic doctoral research at
Aalto University’s Department of Art and Media.

The Aalto2 Museum Centre is a meeting place for architecture, design and cultural heritage in Jyvaskyla, Finland.
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