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Opening on September 27, 2024, at Aalto2, the exhibition ”Sacred Spaces: Community and Continuity in Aalto’s 
Architecture” offers a fresh perspective on the Aaltos’ design of sacred spaces. Curated and scripted by Dr. 
Tammy Gaber, this exhibition has been developed in collaboration with students from the McEwen School of 
Architecture at Laurentian University. 
 
The exhibition showcases 35 sacred spaces designed by Alvar, Aino, and Elissa Aalto, presented through de-
tailed 3D drawings. Over the course of five decades, the Aaltos were involved in the renovation of seven historic 
churches, designed 11 built ecclesiastical structures, and conceptualized 17 unbuilt sacred spaces for com-
munities in various parts of Finland and several other countries. The exhibition highlights the Aaltos’ unique 
contribution to church architecture. 
 
Dr. Gaber’s extensive research underpins the exhibition, funded by Canadian Federal grant funding from the 
Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council, with collaborative support from the Alvar Aalto Foundation. 
Dr. Gaber also led two Aalto-themed courses at the McEwen School of Architecture, where students played a 
crucial role in creating the 3D drawings displayed in the exhibition. These drawings integrate original architec-
tural plans (including floor plans, sections, and elevations) with all available information, allowing for a compre-
hensive spatial understanding of both the built and unbuilt ecclesiastical spaces as the Aaltos envisioned them.

The exhibition is organized chronologically, revealing the relationships between the designs developed over five 
decades. It also includes textual and visual reflections on key themes in sacred spaces, such as art, projects 
designed outside Finland, and the subsequent phases of the constructed churches. Original drawings and obje-
cts from several Aalto churches are on loan from the Alvar Aalto Foundation’s collections. 
 
The Sacred Spaces exhibition offers a unique opportunity to explore the multifaceted and significant legacy of 
the Aaltos’ in church architecture.

The Aalto2 Museum Centre is a meeting place for architecture, design and cultural heritage in Jyväskylä, Finland.
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